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Regulatory structure

SCOPE: which aerodromes should I certify?



3

Legal framework for certification



4

Legal framework for certification

→ No SARPS regarding the certification 
process. 

→ The Manual on Certification of 
Aerodromes hasn’t been updated 
recently. 
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→ The ICAO Manual on Certification of 
Aerodromes covers: 

1. Need for certification

2. The aerodrome certification regulatory system

3. Aerodrome certification model regulations

4. Aerodrome certification procedures

5. Regulatory authority
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1. Need for certification

States must include a requirement for the 
certification of aerodromes in their national 

regulations



7

Legal framework for certification

2. The aerodrome certification 
regulatory system

→ Prerequisites for the introduction of the 
regulatory system

→ Basic aviation law

→ Basic principles for aerodrome certification 
regulations

→ Implementation of the regulations
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3. Aerodrome certification model 
regulations



9

Legal framework for certification

3. Aerodrome certification model 
regulations

Includes references to 

Standards and practices

SECTION A. GENERAL
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3. Aerodrome certification model 
regulations

Includes Application for a certificate 
and Granting a certificate

SECTION B. AERODROME CERTIFICATION

Duration of the certificate
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3. Aerodrome certification model 
regulations

Information to be included

SECTION C. AERODROME MANUAL

CAA acceptance / approval of the AM
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3. Aerodrome certification model 
regulations

Compliance with SARPS

SECTION D. OBLIGATIONS OF THE 
AERODROME OPERATOR

Competences of OPS and 
MTNCE personnel

ADR operation and 
maintenance

SMS

Internal safety audits

Notifying and reporting
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3. Aerodrome certification model 
regulations

SECTION E. EXEMPTIONS

For specific provisions of the 
regulations
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4. Aerodrome certification procedures

→ Dealing with the expression of interest

→ Assessment of a formal application

→ The grant or refusal of a certificate

→ Promulgation in the AIP of the certified status 
and details of the aerodrome
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5. Regulatory authority

→ Organization

→ Functions and responsibilities 

→ Staffing

→ Qualification of aerodrome inspectors
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Establishes the 
SCOPE for 

certification
ICAO
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AR PART: Requirements for 
the authority

OR & OPS PARTS: 
Requirements for 

aerodrome operator

CS (Certification 
specifications): 

Infrastructure requirements
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→ SUBPART A – GENERAL REQUIREMENTS (ADR.AR.A)

 Scope 

 Competent authority

 Oversight documentation

 Means of compliance

 Immediate reaction to a safety problem

 Safety directives

AR PART: Requirements for the authority
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→ SUBPART B - MANAGEMENT (ADR.AR.B)

 Management system

 Changes to the management system

 Record keeping

AR PART: Requirements for the authority
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→ SUBPART B - MANAGEMENT (ADR.AR.B)

 Management system

AR PART: Requirements for the authority

- Documented policies and procedures
- Qualification and training – aerodrome 

inspectors
- Compliance monitoring process
- Coordination with other authorities of the EM
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→ SUBPART C – OVERISGHT, CERTIFICATION AND ENFORCEMENT

 Oversight

 Initiation of the certification process

 Certification basis & Special conditions

 Issuance of certificates

 Changes

 Findings, observations, corrective actions and enforcement 
measures

AR PART: Requirements for the authority
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